





Thales of Miletus belonged to the group of the Seven Sages of Gree-
ce. After later lore of the Hellenistic epoch we learn that he went in
for many long journeys among to Egypt. There he should have mea-
sured the height of the pyramids by means of the length of the sha-
des. It seems that he also brought more knowledge from Egypt as
the discovery that the circumferential angle in the half circle is rec-
tangular. According to this the half circle above of the hypotenuse is

called Thalesd Circle.

The only certain date of his life seems to be May 28th 585 B.C.; this
is the date for which Thales predicted a solar eclipse. This occurren-

ce was certified by astronomer retrospectively.







